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A WORD FROM
OUR PASTOR
If you’re new to Purpose, we would love to meet you
and get to know you better! Our church’s vision is to
see Everyone Everywhere Following Jesus. We are
here to help people find their purpose: to Connect
with God, Connect with Others, and Connect Others
with God! We have a variety of opportunities for
you to meet other people, grow in your faith, and
reach beyond yourself to serve in our community
and the world. The following pages will give you a
glimpse of our history, what God has been doing
this past year and what He is calling us to in the
future.
In many ways, 2020 was one of the toughest years
our church has ever endured. Yet, despite all the
hardships, God remained faithful to Purpose Church
as we worked our way through our 150th year.
Throughout the magazine, we’ve included photos
from before and during the pandemic. As you’ll see
on each page, no matter the circumstances, God
remains faithful and has provided a place for you
at Purpose Church. If you are looking for a church
home, we would love for you to consider Purpose
Church!
May God bless you!
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WH EN OU R S ENI OR PASTO R ,
GLE N N

GU ND ER S ON ,

CAME

TO POM ONA I N AU GU ST 1 9 93 ,
H E CAM E WI TH A V I S I O N :
“THE M AI N TH I NG I S TO K E E P
THE M AI N TH I NG THE M A I N
THI NG! TH E M AI N TH I N G I S
JESUS!”
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What some don’t know, and what Pastor Glenn may
not have known himself at the time, is that he put into
words the very reason Purpose Church (then known
as Pomona First Baptist) had persisted and endured
for so many years. By God’s grace, and the faithful
following of our congregation going all the way back
to 1870, Jesus has remained the central focus. In light
of that, we were both blessed and humbled to reach
the enormous milestone of 150 years as a church.
No single article could ever fully capture the entire
essence of our church history—over 150 years, there
are countless people and stories that helped shape
the church we know today. However, we hope this
gives you a glimpse of how we reached this point.

the larger city of Pomona. It was not too long after
that, on May 14, 1870, our church was born in Rev.
Fryer’s home with a total of 10 members. It was
one of the earliest Baptist churches to open in all
of Southern California. They’d meet in that home
for a short time before transitioning to a small
schoolhouse called the San Jose Missionary Baptist
School. Some will be encouraged to know that our
current mission statement, “Everyone Everywhere
Following Jesus,” was present in our first covenant
as the last line; in describing the goal of the church,
it read, “contributing of our substance to the support
of a faithful minister among us and the spread of the
gospel to all the world.” Even back then, as Pastor
Glenn would put into words over 100 years later,
Jesus was the main thing.
Rev. Fryer led the church until his resignation in 1878,
and his position was assumed by Dr. J.B. Toombs
(1879-1883). Dr. Toombs was our first salaried pastor,
making $100 a year!
Then, in 1881, because a San Jose Baptist Church
already existed in Northern California, the church’s
name was changed to Spadra Baptist Church. This
new name, however, didn’t last long. Dr. Toombs
resigned from his position in 1883, and this initiated a
pivotal moment in our church’s history.

M OV E TO P O M O N A ( 1 8 8 4 )

FOUNDING 1870-1883
In 1870, the Reverend Richard C. Fryer moved from
El Monte to a small town by the name of Spadra—
now a small neighborhood that’s been absorbed by

After Dr. Toombs’ resignation, a small committee was
called, including Rev. Fryer, to consider the future of
the Spadra Baptist Church. At the top of their agenda,
the committee considered, and ultimately acted
upon, the invitation of the Pomona Baptists group
to relocate the church from Spadra to Pomona. The
church, now standing at 24 members, temporarily
met in an old church building on the corner of
Main and Fourth Street while the board of trustees
launched their first-ever campaign to build a spiritual
home of their own. By the grace of God and through
the faithful giving of the church members at the
time, $2500 was quickly raised, and the construction
of a new church building on the corner of Fourth
and Ellen (what is now known as Park Avenue)
began. Around the same time, the Spadra name was
officially dropped, and The First Baptist Church of

MAGAZINE 2021

Pomona was incorporated in February of 1884. Just
seven months later a new Pastor, by the name of J.F
Moody (1884-1889), was hired. One month after that,
on September 7, 1884, the new church building was
ready for its grand opening and dedication.

THE

BUILDING

ON

FOURTH

AND ELLEN (1884-1911)
From 1884 to 1911, the First Baptist Church of Pomona
resided in the new building on Fourth and Ellen. Six
pastors by the names of E. R. Bennett (1889-1896),
Phillip J. Ward (1887-1900), W.C. Clatworthy (19001902), T. H. Cornish (1902-1906), J.F. Watson (19061909), and Dr. W. F. Harper (1910-1918), followed
Dr. Moody and called that church building home
throughout those 27 years. Over 1000 members were
received during this period of time, the church’s first
mission was sponsored, a new bell tower was built, an
organ was donated by the ladies of the church, the
church building was expanded, the first Assistant to
the Pastor was hired, and a campaign to expand and
build a new church campus was launched. Our church
was thriving and becoming a larger presence in the
Pomona community.

M OV E TO T H E CO R N E R
H O LT A N D G A R E Y ( 1 9 1 1 )

OF

With faith that expansion would allow the church
to better serve their members and surrounding
community, a meeting was held on February 28, 1909.
Those in attendance ultimately reached the decision

to purchase lots on the northwest corner of Holt and
Garey (our current home!) for $17,500. One member
by the name of Tom B. Stone mortgaged his orange
grove in order to provide the down payment for the
new lots. However, as is the case whenever there’s
change, a large group of members were not happy to
be moving to the other side of the train tracks, so the
church provided letters of release to 173 members.
Nonetheless, the plans for a new building proceeded
and in 1910, under the leadership of Dr. Harper, a
committee was appointed to oversee this project that
would cost over $40,000. On February 22, 1911, the
first event was held in the new church, and on June
11, 1911, the building was dedicated. That day, now 110
years ago, was a special day in Pomona. People met at
the old church at 9:00am and marched up the streets
and across the train tracks to the new church on Holt
and Garey. While marching, the crowd of members
and others from the community loudy sang the hymn
“Onward, Christian Soldiers.” In describing the event,
one member of our church wrote: “There were few
persons in town that day that did not know that
there was a new First Baptist Church in the town of
Pomona.” Of the entire population of 10,000 people
in the city of Pomona, 3,000 were at our church’s
dedication service that day. Once again, as our church
ancestors faithfully kept Jesus as the main thing, they
were blessed with an amazing opportunity to reach
more people for Christ.
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E X PA N S I O N , G R O W T H , A N D
NEW PROGRAMS (1911-1955)
After such a pivotal day in our church history, God
used this new building and location on Holt and Garey
to serve our community and expand His kingdom.
Whether it be through an increase in mission efforts,
a special commitment to youth programs, or even
further expansion to the church facilities and overall
outreach, the First Baptist Church of Pomona
continued to grow in its local, national, and even
global impact.

3

One of the most interesting aspects of our church
history from the early 1900s was the church’s
connection to Japanese residents in the local
community. In 1912, a Bible Study was started among
a group of Japanese young men; a group of church
leaders volunteered to teach members of the Bible
study to read English. Another adult Japanese Bible
School class was taught between 1914-1930, and for
the Japanese children of our church, a daily summer
Vacation Bible School was held for three summers
in the 1920s. The church also employed a Japanese
Pastor to serve our Japanese congregants at the
time, and the role was filled by Reverend Shiraishi,
followed by Reverend Harry Murakami and Reverend
Watanabe. The very first donation for the new
building on Holt and Garey was also made by one of
the church’s Japanese members.

In addition to the Japanese presence in our church
during the first half of the 1900s, another encouraging
aspect of our church’s journey has been the consistent
dedication to the next generation. This was especially
true at this point in Purpose Church history, and it
remains a culture value of ours today. Throughout the
years there was consistent growth in the youth Bible
school, and oftentimes, it was the growing necessity
for extra space to hold such Bible school classes that
signified the need for expansion of church buildings
and facilities.
Near the beginning of the 1930’s a youth basketball
program was initiated by the Senior Pastor, Dr.
Gordon Palmer (1928-1936), and it would continue
for many years. Numerous people throughout the
entire congregation would show up to support the
church teams at their games, and it’s believed that
many children, who may never have known Christ
otherwise, gave their lives to Jesus as a result of
all they learned about God through the program.
Among the many volunteers and supporters of
the program, a church member by the last name
of Hauser, and known to the boys as “Coach Pop,”
stands out particularly as having a large influence on
the growth of each basketball players’ faith. Another
notable story of the youths’ role in our church’s past
comes from 1949, when a group of young people
went to Forest Home Camp, were inspired, and then
converted an old garage on the church property into
a prayer chapel for the entire congregation to enjoy.
What an amazing example of faith in action!
Throughout this period of time, growth continued
at the church. In May 1945, the church celebrated its
75th anniversary, and remarkably, a vote was passed
that the congregation would strive to win at least one
person for Christ for every four members of the church.
That again communicates the passion of the church
to see “Everyone Everywhere Following Jesus.” A few
years later in the early 1950’s, facility expansion was
once again on the horizon, and the lead Pastor at the
time, Dr. Harold L. Fickett, Jr., was instrumental in the
construction of a $250,000 education building and
the purchase of additional parking areas. Once again,
the church exhibited a deep desire and dedication to
better serve the growing community.
Between the years 1911-1955, much took place at the
First Baptist Church of Pomona, and many lives, both
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young and old, were positively influenced for Jesus.
Seven men led the church as Senior Pastors—Dr.
W. F. Harper (1910-1918), Dr. J. Harvey Deere (19181922), Dr. Floyd I. Beckwith (1923-1927), Dr. Gordon
Palmer (1928-1936), Dr. Frank M. Kepner (1937-1946),
Dr. Hubert A. Davidson (1946-1950), and Dr. Harold
L. Fickett, Jr. (1950-1954)—as God continued to bless
the work that was being done in Pomona.

D R . E D WA R D B . C O L E
Up until 1955, the longest tenured Senior Pastor
of our church served in the position for nine years
before resigning and moving on to a new opportunity.
However, that changed with the arrival of Dr. Edward
B. Cole. Dr. Cole would successfully lead our church
up until 1983—28 years of service. During his tenure,
Pomona First Baptist continued to grow into one of
the largest churches in all of the American Baptist
Convention, established new programs, planted
new churches in surrounding areas, and, in keeping
with an ongoing trend throughout all of our church
history, renovated and expanded facilities to best
accommodate the ongoing growth.
The late 1950s into the 1960s was a particularly
significant time for our church in a few separate
aspects. In 1956, Pomona First Baptist led the
American Baptist Convention in membership
additions and baptisms, and ranked fifth in the
Convention in giving to missions. We also became
the first church in the Convention to offer a junior
high-only service. The youth program served over
600 students and the average attendance at the
junior high service alone exceeded 175. As was the
case in years before, the focus remained on leading
and mentoring our youth to serve Jesus throughout
their lives. Subsequently, in 1956 our first mission
church in Claremont became self-supported, and our

second mission church, Bethany Baptist Church, was
planted in Monte Vista (now Montclair). In 1958, plans
for a third mission church were put in motion.
As the church continued to grow, the facilities needed
to be expanded. In 1960, the Administration Building
on Garey (current G Building) was dedicated, in
1964 the North Education Building (E Building) was
constructed and more parking spaces were added, in
1967 even more parking spaces were added (in the
same year we reached 5000 members!), and finally,
in 1969, the sanctuary of the church building that was
opened in 1911 was completely renovated. All of this,
just as before, better positioned the church to serve
our growing community.
May of 1970 brought about a grand, weeklong
celebration for our Church’s 100-year anniversary.
Included in the celebration was a greeting from
U.S. President Richard Nixon, and California State
Governor Ronald Reagan.

4
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In 1977, near the end of Dr. Cole’s time in Pomona, the
church was given 235 acres of land in San Dimas across
from Cal Poly Pomona University. By this time, three
services were being offered every Sunday morning in
an effort to accomodate all of the people attending,
but it was clear that a new worship building would be
necessary if the church wanted to continue inviting
and welcoming new people. For a short time, a move
to San Dimas on this newly acquired property was
considered, but God ultimately closed the doors to
that opportunity. Instead, in 1979, the San Dimas land
was sold for $3,000,000 and the money from the
sale was used as a funding base for a new sanctuary
near the corner of Holt and Garey. In 1981, two years
before Dr. Cole’s resignation, the “Together We Build
Campaign” was launched and the slow-rolling train
of building a new sanctuary on the corner of Holt and
Garey was officially in motion.

5

Another major event of our church from the 70s
through the 80s, was the Round-A-Table Carol
Sings Christmas musical spectacular. These grand
performances were eventually hosted at the Pomona
Fairplex due to the expanding audience. Largely
planned and executed by the church’s renowned
Music Director, Martene Craig, each year there’d be
up to seven shows with the church’s choirs and music
programs involved. In 1977, the Pomona First Baptist
Round-A-Table Carol Sings was even televised on a
local network.
Many significant events happened during Dr. Cole’s
28 years in Pomona, but that list would not be
complete without mentioning the planting of Hillside
Community Church in Rancho Cucamonga. Since its

start, Hillside has expanded and grown to thousands
of congregants. Without a doubt, Dr. Cole’s service
to our church was perfectly characterized by his
commitment to Jesus and his eagerness to build
upon the firm foundation he inherited back in
1955.

WO R S H I P C E N T E R

In 1983, Pastor Willis E. Lucas came to the church and
is credited with guiding us through the long and toiling
Worship Center building program. Three years after
his arrival, Pastor Lucas launched the “Opportunity
of a Lifetime… For Generations to Come” campaign
as a final push to receive the necessary funding for
the new sanctuary. As part of the campaign letter
sent out to the congregation, he wrote, “When we
don’t have enough room, what we’re really saying to
people is ‘we have no place for you.’ Now, for the life
of me, I can’t reconcile that to the Great Commission.
Now is the time when we’ve got to ask if we really
believe the Gospel, then act accordingly.”
About a year and a half later, in a similar scene to
what occured back in 1911, a procession of people
marched up Garey Avenue from the old church
building and filed into the new sanctuary for its first
service. Remarkably, two members that were a part
of the march back in 1911 were also a part of this
march in 1987. It was a much shorter walk this time.
Pastor Lucas led the church until 1992, and he’s
remembered for his dedication to building the new
Worship Center which we still call home today.

MAGAZINE 2021

PA S T O R G L E N N G U N D E R S O N

A committee was quickly assembled to begin the
process of hiring a new Senior Pastor to lead our
church. As part of this process, an outside study
was conducted to better determine the needs of
the church and in order to make the most informed
decision as possible on the new Senior Pastor.
Strikingly, the report detailed a general decline since
1971, with short bursts of growth in 1983 and in 1987
when the new Worship Center opened. In addition to
this, parking and a lack of programming for young
adults were said to be prohibiting growth. It was clear
that the next Senior Pastor would have his hands full
with the unenviable task of reversing these trends.
Fortunately, God led the committee to the right
man for the job and ultimately placed our current
Senior Pastor, Glenn Gunderson, as the new leader of
Pomona First Baptist.
Upon his arrival, Pastor Glenn quickly got to work
reversing the negative trends highlighted in the
outside study. Notably, with the church on the
verge of bankruptcy, needing to pay off the new
worship center, he led the congregation through the
Journey 2000 fundraising campaign. Through this,
all outstanding debts on the worship center were
paid off, and this positioned the church for growth
entering the 21st century.
Additionally, among the biggest achievements during
Pastor Glenn’s tenure have been the large-scale
outreach events the church has hosted. In 1997, our

first outdoor Easter service was held at the Rancho
Cucamonga Quakes stadium, then known as the
“Epicenter.” This was the brainchild of late Executive
Pastor Dennis Endert who, while spectating an event
at the “Epicenter” one night had the thought, “we
should have an Easter service here sometime!” In
1998, the church started hosting the Easter service
at the Pomona Fairplex where it has remained every
year up until the pandemic forced everyone to stay
home in 2020. Remarkably, in its 21 consecutive
years, Easter at the Fairplex was never rained out;
however, in 2020, as the Easter services moved
online, it rained on Easter. What an amazing example
of God’s faithfulness!
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Another huge outreach event that our church has
hosted over the past 20+ years has been our Christmas
programs. In 1996, Come Celebrate Christmas, our
festive musical and Christmas story reenactment,
was launched, and it continued every year until the
pandemic. In 2003, the Bethlehem Marketplace, now
known as Journey to Bethlehem, was added. Tens of
thousands of people have heard about Jesus because
of these two programs!
Beyond these large outreach events, Pastor Glenn
has also led the congregation through a number of
other pivotal moments in our church’s recent history.
One of the largest came in 2015 as the church and its
leadership pondered its eventual name change from
Pomona First Baptist to our current name, Purpose
Church. In specifically deciding on what to change
the name to, two main things were considered:
a name that could reach and welcome everyone

PURPOSE CHURCH

no matter their background, and one that would
reflect who we are. The church then partnered with
a group of Christian researchers who said the most
attractive name for those not currently following
Jesus was “purpose,” because they feel a hunger
and need to have purpose in their lives. During the
summer of 2015, after much deliberation and prayer,
as well as congregational input, the First Baptist of
Pomona adopted Purpose Church as the name we
woud publicly be known as. While it was difficult
to leave behind elements of our new name that has
been with us for 132 years, the change allowed us to
communicate a more welcoming presence to those
who are unchurched and cast a vision of Everyone
Everywhere Following Jesus.

7

Finally, under Pastor Glenn’s leadership, our church
planting legacy has continued—including some
that have grown to megachurch numbers. Among
these is Mercy Road Church in Indiana which has
grown immensely since its founding in 2011, and has
even planted 17 churches of its own (our church’s
grandchildren, so to say).
Of course this isn’t everything that’s happened in the
past 30 years, but each step exemplifies the church’s
commitment to people knowing Christ. Since Pastor
Glenn first came to Pomona back in 1992 the church
has grown by a 400% margin. Praise God!

G O I N G F O R WA R D
By God’s grace, Purpose Church, founded in the
neighborhood of Spadra and residing on the corner of
Holt and Garey since 1911, has prospered and grown.
Through the years, the church has seen four locations,
three name changes, 18 Lead Pastors, dozens of
church plants, and thousands upon thousands of
people choosing to follow Jesus. That type of history
is rare. Only 10 other churches in the entire U.S. that
have remained faithful to the scriptures, can compare
to Purpose Church in terms of size and duration as a
church. None of this could have been accomplished
without God’s continued blessing!
But what’s next? As you know, 2020 was unlike
anything any of us ever expected, and it brought its
own struggles and challenges. However, not even
a pandemic could stop God from carrying out his
ultimate purposes. The church continues to reach

thousands of people in person, and even more
people online in over 120 countries. As we prepare to
better reach the next generations, we’ve launched a
new fundraising campaign, Building For Generations,
to provide our campus with necessary renovations.
Just as Pastor Glenn emphasized upon his arrival,
the main thing has to be Jesus; that’s been true at
our church since 1870. May that remain the heart of
Purpose Church for the next 150 years as we continue
to pray and work toward Everyone Everywhere
Following Jesus!
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VISION. MISSION. VALUES.
WHERE
ARE WE
GOING?

VISION

EVERYONE EVERYWHERE FOLLOWING JESUS
8

WHAT
IS THE
COURSE?

HOW DO
WE GET
THERE?

MISSION

VALUES

HELPING PEOPLE FIND THEIR PURPOSE TO:
CONNECT WITH GOD,
CONNECT WITH OTHERS,
CONNECT OTHERS WITH GOD

FOUND PEOPLE FIND PEOPLE
WE ARE BETTER TOGETHER
GROWING PEOPLE CHANGE
EVERYONE IS DESIGNED TO SERVE
GENEROUS PEOPLE TRANSFORM THE WORLD

PURPOSE CHURCH
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A FUN AND HIGH-ENERGY
PLACE WHERE KIDS
CONNECT WITH GOD AND
WITH EACH OTHER.

S UNDAY M O RNINGS
Purpose Kids (birth through Grade 4) meets on-campus every
Sunday and includes many fun and safe activities planned with
your kids’ hearts in mind.

AWANA
AWANA is a high energy, fun, midweek club for kids from toddler
to high school age to learn about God and God’s Word. The
program begins in September and runs through May.

P URP OS E KIDS CAM P
At Purpose Kids Camp, kids discover how Jesus is applicable
to our lives no matter what age we are! Camp is filled with
incredible Bible-learning experiences kids see, hear, and touch!
Kids get to participate in team-building games and cool Bible
songs are just a few of the standout activities that help ferocious
faith flow into real life. Plus, we’ll help kids discover how to
see evidence of God in everyday life—something we call God
Sightings. Every year, this on-campus summer day camp is the
most impactful week of the year!

O NLINE CO NTENT
Be sure to also check out Purpose Kids Online! This is a brand
new space and interactive experience made for the entire family
to enjoy together.

PURPOSECHURCH.COM/KIDS
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Every Wednesday night we have two amazing options for students to connect with
God and others. Diverse teenagers from multiple cities gather on-campus and online
for a life changing time of games, fun, worship, teaching, and Life Groups.

FIFTH SIXTH
Fifth Sixth Ministry
GRADES 5-6
Wednesdays — 7-8:30PM
(In-Person & Online)

FSM

Sundays
check our website for times

JUNIOR HIGH
11

Junior High Ministry
GRADES 7-8
Wednesdays — 7-8:30PM
(In-Person & Online)

JHM

Sundays
check our website for times

HIGH
SCHOOL
High School Ministry
GRADES 9-12

HSM

Wednesdays — 7-8:30PM
(In-Person & Online)
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STUDENT

MINISTRIES
E VE RY STUD ENT H AS T H R E E LI FE C H A N G I N G Q U E ST I O N S:

WHO AM I?

WHAT IS MY PURPOSE?

WHERE DO I BELONG?

Student Ministries is passionate about helping students Grades 5-12 answer these
questions through fun and engaging environments that foster deep relationships with
God and others—and inspire them to connect others with God. Stay up to date on all
of our in-person and online services and events at purposechurch.com/students.

12

PURPOSECHURCH.COM/STUDENTS

PURPOSE CHURCH

GROUP
TYPES
YO UNG ADULTS
ME N
13

WO ME N
S INGLE S
CO UP L E S
YO UNG MARRIED
YO UNG FAMILIES
EMP T Y NE STERS

For more information about how to join a group, visit:
purposechurch.com/groups
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CONNECT
WITH OTHERS
WE BELIEVE THAT WE WERE NEVER MEANT TO GO THROUGH THIS LIFE
ALONE. OUR LIFE GROUPS PROVIDE A FUN, SAFE ENVIRONMENT FOR YOU TO
MAKE THE LASTING CONNECTION WITH OTHERS YOU DESIRE. WHATEVER AGE
OR STAGE OF LIFE YOU’RE CURRENTLY IN, WE HAVE A LIFE GROUP FOR YOU!

M I C H AEL B R OAD H U R ST WAS G O I N G T H R O U G H A V E RY R OU GH
PLAC E I N H I S L I F E. H E WAS O N LE AV E FR O M WO R K BE CAU SE
OF RE C ENT PANI C AND A N XI E T Y AT TAC KS I N T H E M I DST O F
14

THE PAND EM I C .
He and his wife Ruby had been active in Purpose Church many years ago before they moved out of
the area. Now they found themselves back in the area with no real connection to a church. Michael’s
aunt had experienced ROOTED at Purpose Church and encouraged him to try it out. He and Ruby
were reluctant, but signed up because of his aunt’s urging. They showed up to the online kickoff with
low expectations; however, God met them in an amazing way and surprised them with just what they
needed throughout the 10 week experience! Rooted could not have come at a better time. According
to Michael, in just 10 short weeks, his group went from being complete strangers to brothers and
sisters. Their group continues as a Life Group and Michael serves as their group leader.
Remarkably, as well, the Rooted experience ignited a passion in Michael for serving and ministry.
He just finished co-facilitating another group through Rooted and is serving as our Groups Ministry
Intern.
Speaking of the experience, he said, “there’s a lot of people looking for answers to questions and
looking for a better way to know God... This is it. Rooted is it.” And, when asked what he’d say to
someone who’s on the fence about joining Rooted and is feeling a bit nervous, Michael joked, “Go
ahead and sign up, and if it doesn’t impact your life in an amazingly positive way, then lunch is on me.
That’s how confident I am in this process.”
PURPOSECHURCH.COM/GROUPS

PURPOSE CHURCH

GROUPS AT PURPOSE
VI C TOR I A C ANC H OL A H I T R O C K
BOT TOM

AND

F OU N D

H E R S E LF

LI VI N G AT TH E TEEN C H A LLE N G E

15

drug rehabilitation center. It was there that she started
learning more about Jesus, connecting with God and got
invited to Celebrate Recovery at Purpose Church. Purpose
quickly felt like home, and amazingly, by the time Victoria
was released from Teen Challenge, her family had
moved from Rancho Cucamonga to just a block away
from Purpose! In June of 2020 she started to get more
plugged into Celebrate Recovery (CR) and the rest of the
church, and in September she joined a Rooted Group.
The connection she found in ROOTED built on the life
changing support and recovery she received from CR. She
describes it as this: “I don’t feel alone anymore. I used to
look around in churches and feel like I was the only one
that struggles...that really, really struggles. Now I know
I’m not alone and there are people I can talk to about the
things I struggle with.”
Rooted and Life Groups not only had an impact on
Victoria’s life, but it’s also positively affected her entire
family. Her dad, Louis, and stepmom, Teresa, had been
very involved in churches and serving in the past but had
gone through some painful experiences that made them
hesitant to jump into another church. Victoria encouraged
them to try out Purpose online during the lockdown.
Her dad and stepmom found Purpose to be just what
they needed and when they joined ROOTED they found
a connection with others that brought new growth and
healing in their relationship with Jesus. Victoria’s little
brother jumped right into Purpose Kids and Victoria has
joined the Purpose staff working in our Kids Ministry!
It is amazing to see all that God has done in Victoria’s life
and family over these past months since she first accepted
an invitation to try out Purpose, CR and ROOTED.

Then Christ will make his home in your heart
grow down into God’s love and keep you str
understand, together with all God’s people, h
deep his love is. Ephesians 3:17-18
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LO PE Z

HA D

AT T E N D E D A N OT H E R C H U R C H FO R
M A N Y Y E A R S BU T W E R E FE E LIN G
V E RY D I S CO N N E C T E D FR O M T HE
C H U R C H A N D FR O M E AC H OT HER
I N T H E I R M A R R I AG E .
Early in 2020, their daughter got plugged into our High
School Ministry. In September, Sandy attended one of
our outdoor services, and felt compelled to try out the
ROOTED experience. Sandy’s husband, Tony, was hesitant
but went ahead and attended the online kickoff with
her. What a difference the decision to join ROOTED has
had on the whole Lopez family. Both Tony and Sandy
quickly found themselves immersed in the experience
and building strong relational connections. In describing
their experience, Sandy said, “You create relationships
with people who are going through things just like you.
We really help each other out with Christ as our focus and
center.”
Not only did ROOTED enable Sandy and Tony to grow
closer to others, but it also positively impacted their
marriage. Going through the content week-by-week
connected the Lopez’ in a powerful way, and according to
Sandy, it altered the direction of their marriage.
Since then, their entire family has also gotten plugged
into Purpose Church, and their Rooted group has
continued meeting as a Life Group. All of this because
Sandy responded to the Holy Spirit’s guidance and said
YES to Rooted that one Sunday morning! If you have
not experienced ROOTED yet, find out how you can join
in the next round and find these same kinds of lasting
connections.

r hearts as you trust in him. Your ROOTS will
you strong. And may you have the power to
ople, how wide, how long, how high, and how

PURPOSECHURCH.COM/GROUPS

16

PURPOSE CHURCH

SUPPORT
& RECOVERY
AT PURPOSE CHURCH, WE UNDERSTAND THAT
LIFE CAN BE OVERWHELMING AND EVEN LONELY
AT TIMES. SOMETIMES OUR PAST WOUNDS AND
REGRETS CREATE HEAVY BURDENS THAT SEEM
UNBEARABLE TO CARRY ON OUR OWN.

T UE SDAY N IGHTS 6 : 3 0P M
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CELEBRATE RECOVERY

Celebrate Recovery is a safe, Christ-centered support
group environment where people experience freedom
and victory over their hurts, habits, and hang-ups.
THE LANDING
(GRADES 7-12)

The Landing is a safe, healing place where junior high
and high school students come together to work
through their hurts, habits, and hangups. Students
are given tools to face life’s challenges with hope,
truth, and joy.
GRIEFSHARE

Help and encouragement is available here after the
death of a spouse, child, family member, or friend.
Videos and discussion are designed to help those
who have experienced loss, journey from mourning
to joy.

PURPOSECHURCH.COM/RECOVERY
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PURPOSE CHURCH

YOUNG
ADULTS

YOUNG ADULTS ARE AT THE CENTER OF WHO
WE ARE AS A CHURCH AND WHAT GOD’S
DOING IN OUR COMMUNITY. WE’RE PASSIONATE
ABOUT WORSHIP, MAKING EVERYONE FEEL
WELCOME, SERVING OUR LOCAL COMMUNITY,
AND REACHING THE WORLD FOR CHRIST! AT THE
HEART OF OUR MINISTRIES’ IS MENTORING YOUNG
ADULTS THROUGH LIFE GROUPS TO GROW AND
STRENGTHEN FAITH, LEARN TO LIVE OUT OUR
PURPOSE, AND BUILD COMMUNITY. WE TRULY
BELIEVE YOUNG ADULTS ARE THE CHURCH OF
TODAY, AND WE WELCOME YOU TO JOIN OUR
GROWING AND ACTIVE COMMUNITY.
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PURPOSECHURCH.COM/YOUNGADULT
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MARRIED PEOPLE
WITH PURPOSE
GREAT MARRIAGES DON’T JUST HAPPEN, THEY ARE MADE! MARRIED PEOPLE WITH
PURPOSE RESOURCES YOUR MARRIAGE TO HAVE SERIOUS FUN, RESPECT AND
LOVE YOUR SPOUSE, LOVE GOD FIRST, AND PRACTICE YOUR PROMISE. OUR CORE
4 HABITS WILL KEEP YOUR MARRIAGE HEALTHY AND BUILD A SOLID FOUNDATION
FOR YOUR HOME TO BE A PLACE FILLED WITH LOVE, FAITH, AND FUN. JOIN OUR
MAILING LIST TO GET OUR MARRIAGE MONTHLY EQUIPPING EMAIL AND QUARTERLY
DATE NIGHTS.

PURPOSECHURCH.COM/MARRIAGE
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PURPOSE CHURCH

ADULTS 50+
AT PURPOSE CHURCH WE BELIEVE LIFE GETS EVEN BETTER AFTER 50! OUR ADULT
50+ MINISTRY OFFERS GREAT WAYS TO SHARE LIFE TOGETHER - FUN ACTIVITIES
AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR FELLOWSHIP, FOR SERVING, AS WELL AS IMPARTING
GOD’S LOVE AND GUIDANCE TO FUTURE GENERATIONS!

GROUPS & CLASSES
Sunday morning and weekday groups offer a variety of
chances for you to study the Word of God, and get to
know Jesus and each other better.
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SPECIAL EVENTS & TRIPS
Monthly luncheons, local excursions, cross country trips
and overseas travel are just some of the opportunities
to enjoy fellowship and go to fascinating places with
good friends.
SERVICE AND MISSIONS
Adult 50+ folks are finding real significance in serving
others. That’s why we plan special opportunities during
the year where you can serve together on mission trips
or take part in local service events

Packing soup mix at Gleanings for the
Hungry

Fellowship at Adults 50+ monthly luncheon
International trip to Greece
PURPOSECHURCH.COM/ADULT
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INTERNATIONAL
SERVICES
INTERNATIONAL FELLOWSHIP
Warmth, laughter, learning, and growing together is what draws people from over 15 countries to gather each
Sunday at 11:30AM to spend time together. While we may use English to communicate, we learn from the myriad
of cultures and experiences to enrich our understanding of the Bible, pray for one another and share life together.
Find friends from Japan, Singapore, Malawi, Bolivia, India and China to name a few of the countries represented
each Sunday.
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Global
Worship
ARABIC
COMUNIDAD
Arabic Ministry: Good as is… except at the bottom it lists
times from Pre-Pandemic. Right now it
ESPERANZA
FELLOWSHIP
says on our website that the Arabic service is meeting online through the month of January (not
Pastor
Ashraf and
Basilious
MiguelFacebook
Darino
sure if there’s an update from
them?)
that their services are broadcast live Pastor
through
under Pomona Arabic Church
Exciting worship, inspiring teaching, and a

A place of hope as you journey through life!

practical
teaching,
a
welcoming
community
is whatAdraws
many to our gatheringExuberant
Karen
Burmese
Fellowship:
once-a-month
online toworship,
sing, pray,
and
studyand
together.
You
that cares
is what
greets
each
gathering.
No matter
what part of
don’tArabic-speaking
need to journey
alone!
Find encouragement
and community
support every
first
Sunday
atyou
1PM.
For the
Sunday at 11:30am. A weekly, Wednesday Bible
thelink,
Arabcontact
world youshamr@purposechurch.com.
come from, you are welcome
zoom
study meets at 7pm. Both services are online and in
person. For a link to join the online services, please
International Fellowship: Warmth, laughter, learning, and
growing together is what draws people
contact migueld@purposechurch.com.
here! Our Arabic service takes place on Sunday
mornings at 11:30am.

from over 20 countries to gather each Sunday online at 11:11AM. We are better together! For the
zoom link, contact shamr@purposechurch.com.
Un lugar de esperanza mientras viajas por la vida!

Communidad Esperanza: A place of hope as you journey
Exuberant
worship,
Unathrough
adoración life!
exuberante,
enseñanza
prácticapractical
y una
teaching, and a community that cares is what greets you
each
Sunday
at
11:11AM.
A
weekly,
comunidad a la cual le importas es lo que te saluda
KAREN (BURMESE)
Wednesday Bible study meets at 7PM. Currently both services
areaonly
offered
online.bíblico
For aselink to
cada domingo
las 11:30am.
Un estudio
reune
Miercoles a las 7pm cada semana. Ambos
join MONTHLY
the live onlineFELLOWSHIP
services please contact Pastor Miguel
at los
MiguelD@purposechurch.com.
A once-a-month gathering to sing, pray, study, and
eat together. You don’t need to journey alone! Find
encouragement and support every first Sunday at 1PM.

servicios son en línea y en persona. Para obtener
un enlace para unirse a los servicios en línea,
comuníquese con el Pastor Miguel a
migueld@purposechurch.com.

For more information check our website or contact globalimpact@purposechurch.com.

PURPOSE CHURCH

JUSTICE
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FOR LIFE MINISTRIES

EVERYONE FREE

For Life is a group of amazing men and
women who are using their experiences to
help those with unexpected pregnancies.
The team offers guidance to those
experiencing an unplanned pregnancy and
present alternatives to abortion with love
and without judgement. We connect the
church to support and serve at Choices, a
local pro-life clinic in Pomona.

Purpose Church is fighting injustice in our city through Every
ONE Free, our ministry to end human trafficking in Pomona
and the Inland Valley. We connect with dozens of victims
throughout the year through our Street Outreach, Freedom
Bags and Prostitution Diversion Programs. These ministries
are led by caring volunteers from our church and are designed
to demonstrate the love of Jesus to those we serve and help
them escape exploitation.

CHOSEN
The mission of Chosen is to care for
orphans and children in foster care. We
promote adoption and foster care to
the church and community and provide
support to foster and adoptive families
by providing clothing, groceries, meals
and support. We also encourage DCFS
social workers and other agencies such as
Bithiah’s Family Services.
PURPOSECHURCH.COM/JUSTICE
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LOCAL IMPACT
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PURPOSE CHURCH IS ALL ABOUT BEING IN OUR
COMMUNITY, getting to know our neighbors and meeting the needs
they have. We do this by providing on a monthly basis 300 hot meals
to the homeless and at risk families, 400 families with clothing, and
2000 families with groceries through our partnership with the Beta
Food Center on our campus. In addition, through other community
outreaches we impact youth through sports, education and mentoring.
All of this and more with the intent to fulfill our mission of helping
people find their purpose to connect with God, connect with others,
connect others with God.
Pomona Youth Club (PYC) is an exciting way that Purpose Church
works with elementary age students in our community. Students from
local schools are hosted on campus twice a week to experience games
and activities, healthy snacks, and a lesson from God’s word. Then an
amazing team of volunteers are paired up with students to ensure that
their homework is completed. It’s exciting to see the impact on these
children as they improve educationally, encounter Christ and share with
their families what they experience each week.

PURPOSECHURCH.COM/LOCALIMPACT

PURPOSE CHURCH

GLOBAL IMPACT
PURPOSE CHURCH THROUGH ITS MISSIONARIES AND MISSION
PARTNERS IMPACT THE LIVES OF MANY AROUND THE GLOBE.
EACH YEAR THOUSANDS ARE IMPACTED THROUGH ORPHAN
CARE, EVANGELISM, CHURCH PLANTING, EDUCATION,
MEDICAL CARE, CLEAN WATER, AND VOCATIONAL TRAINING.
COUNTLESS MORE ARE IMPACTED THROUGH DISASTER
RELIEF AND SUPPORT. THE GENEROUS PEOPLE OF PURPOSE
ARE TRULY TRANFORMING THE WORLD ONE PERSON AT A

LATV IA
Training and supporting pastors
to plant and lead churches.

TIME!

MI DDLE EAST AND
NORTH AFRIC A
UNITED STATES
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U SA

Church planting (2 countries),
satellite television ministries (25
countries), refugee ministry (3
countries), pastoral education and
training (10 countries)

HAI TI

College evangelism and
discipleship, church planting.

Medical missions, vocational
training, and college education.

M E XI CO
Church planting, Evangelism,
indigenous people ministry,
pastor education.

SOU T H S U DAN

COSTA R IC A
Mobilization for ministry in the
Middle East & North Africa.

P E RU
Church Planting.

A R G E N TIN A
Training and Evangelism.

The map on these pages highlights
some of the places we are working
and is a partial list of the kind of
ministries happening in each country.

Educating children, pastor
training and support, medical
missions.

DEMOC RAT IC
RE P U B L IC OF
CO NGO
Pastoral training and
leadership development,
vocational training, children
education and medical
ministry.

Z AMB IA
Educating children, pastor
training and support.
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L I T H UA N IA
Supporting church leaders to
expand ministry.

CHI NA

IN D IA
Church Planting, literacy,
children ministries and
providing clean water.

s

l

Helping rural pastors be more
effective in ministry, ministry
to business professionals and
college students.

T U R K EY
Supporting pastors and church
planting.

TAI WAN
Outreach to college students.
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PHI LI P P INE S
Training church planters and
leaders.

PA K ISTA N
Educating children and youth
and church planting.

K E N YA
Orphans ministry, vocational
and life skills training.

THAI LAND
Community Development,
Agriculture training, church
planting.

M AL AW I
Pastor education and support.

I NDONESI A
Ministry to victims of human
trafficking, vocational training.

L AOS
Ministry to victims or those at
risk of human trafficking.

PURPOSE CHURCH

MUSIC
WE LOVE MUSIC AND
MUSICIANS AT
PURPOSE CHURCH.
If you sing or play an instrument we have opportunities for
you to use your gifts. There are opportunities for children,
students, and adults across the spectrum of musical styles
and abilities. Join in and make a joyful noise with us.
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AT PURPOSE CHURCH, LIFELONG CONNECTIONS AND
FRIENDSHIPS ARE FORMED ALL THE TIME;
this is especially true in our Music Ministry! Elise Doran and Loretta Tatum grew close
playing in our orchestra for 15 years before Elise moved away a couple of summers ago.
“Our relationship was really based on playing our instruments together with not much of
an opportunity to talk in the middle of playing!” Elise joked.
Since Elise moved away, they’ve had less chances to stay in touch. However, in the
middle of the pandemic, Elise and Loretta reconnected, and, with new opportunities to
be involved virtually, they even went through Rooted together. Since then, their Rooted
group has continued as a Life Group and has provided even further opportunities for the
two to stay connected with each other. For both, as is the case for many others, joining
a group was so encouraging, especially during this time. And to think, it all came about
because of this friendship that first started forming when the two started serving in our
Music Ministry together many years ago.

PURPOSECHURCH.COM/MUSIC

PURPOSE CHURCH

WAS THERE A NYT HIN G
WOR TH C E LE BRAT ING
I N 2020?
ONE THING WE CAN ALL AGREE
ON IS THAT 2020 DIDN’T GO THE
WAY WE EXPECTED. In so many ways,
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our lives changed unexpectedly—work and
school transitioned to the home, we were
cut off from friends and family, loved ones
were lost, church for a short time was only
offered online, and so much more reminded
us that things were far from normal. Yet, isn’t
it remarkable how, in the toughest of times,
God’s grace and faithfulness to us can be more
evident than ever? Paul wrote in 2 Corinthians
4:8-9, “We are hard pressed on every side, but
not crushed; perplexed, but not in despair;
persecuted, but not abandoned; struck down,
but not destroyed.” We could certainly relate
to these verses in 2020. Still, we can say with
the utmost confidence that God was faithful
throughout one of the most unusual years
we’ve ever experienced, and because of that
we have much to celebrate!
We are able to celebrate that, despite all
the obstacles the pandemic posed, Purpose
Church never closed or took a break. From the
first week of the lockdown through June, we
poured all of our energy into offering worship
services, kids and student programs, groups
and support and recovery ministries online.
Not a single week went by without “gathering
the church” to fulfill our mission to Connect
with God, Connect with Others, and Connect
Others with God. This online presence
allowed us to extend our reach to people
who had never attended Purpose before. As
the pandemic stretched on, we worked hard
to begin to offer options for people. In July,
we continued to offer the online options
while constructing an outdoor tent venue for
worship services, kids, students, Celebrate
Recovery, and groups ministries. By the end of

the year, we were fortunate to be able to use
our expansive Worship Center to offer both
indoor and outdoor options. This commitment
to continue offering virtual, and in person
options has persisted across all the ministries
at Purpose!
Generous people transform the world! Never
has this been more evident than during 2020.
Every week during 2020, Purpose Church
gave sacrificially to help those in need in our
congregation and in our local community.
Additionally, in an effort to encourage first
responders and healthcare workers in our
community who’ve sacrificed so much
throughout the pandemic, we delivered notes
of encouragedment and packaged snacks
through your donations. The generosity
extended around the world as our Dress a
Girl Around the World program made 3473
dresses to bless needy children in other
countries, and over 500 Operation Christmas
Child Boxes were filled by Purpose families.
Everything was possible because of the care
and generosity of our entire congregation.
But most of all, we celebrate all of the people
across all our ministries who gave their lives to
Jesus for the first time, recommitted their lives
to Jesus, or were baptized. Even in a year with
so much struggle, God used Purpose Church
as an instrument to expand His kingdom.
Despite all of the obstacles and difficulties,
2020 was still a special year for our church.
Even more has happened than we are able to
summarize in this article, and we’re so thankful
for each and every way God has blessed our
church and congregation. And so we celebrate
2020 and each way God has shown Himself to
be faithful to His people and His church!
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BUILDING
FOR GENERATIONS
1 50 T H AN N I VER SARY C A MPAIGN
In Psalm 78 we read, “We will tell the next
generation about the glorious deeds of the
Lord… even the children not yet born.” At
Purpose Church, we deeply believe in the next
generation and doing everything we can to
tell them about Jesus. Throughout our 150
years as a church, God has faithfully provided
us that opportunity, and we’re confident He’s
given us the same calling for the next 150
years. This is why we’re so excited about our
150th Anniversary Campaign!
Our goal is to raise funding that ensures that
the next generation - even children not yet
born - will be drawn to Purpose Church and
have the opportunity to experience Jesus’
love and hear about His amazing grace.
The Building for Generations campaign
focuses on necessary churchwide renovations
to allow each ministry to have effective space
for reaching the community. After 35 years
of constant usage, our Worship Center needs
refreshing, and this will be the first project we

undertake. Renovations will include updated
seating, new carpeting and flooring, improved
lighting, audio, and video projection, a
reconfigured stage with better access for
those with physical challenges, modernized
restrooms and an expanded lobby. Not only
will this provide a more effective space
for worship, but it will also enhance our
opportunities to reach those in our community
who don’t know Jesus.
The biggest undertaking of Building for
Generations is our facilities for children and
youth. Building E has served our growing
community since 1965. The renovations will
greatly increase the usable space as well
as give it a more contemporary look. We
are planning safety improvements such as
reinforcement to meet current earthquake
standards and installation of enhanced fire
prevention systems, accessibility upgrades
(elevator access and ADA accessible rooms/
bathrooms), classroom updates (flooring,
lighting, ceilings, wall, and audio visual),
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exterior upgrades and increased security
throughout. Not only will these renovations
increase the accessibility of our E Building, but
they’ll also create a safer and more welcoming
place for our children and youth - and the
friends they invite - to grow closer to Jesus.
As our children move into the redesigned E
Building, our adults will benefit from updates
to the F Building, current home for our
Purpose Kids. Through updated classrooms,
accessibility upgrades and new restrooms, the
F Building will provide large, well-equipped
adult classrooms. The addition of storage
and workshop space will also allow us to tear
down the bus barn and improve our visual
appearance on Holt Avenue.
We’re so thankful for the ways God blessed
our church throughout our past 150 years and
can’t wait to see how he will use us to expand
His Kingdom going forward. Your generosity
in supporting Building for Generations will be
a legacy to “the next generation … even the
children not yet born.”

Purpose Church has a history of
rallying together whenever there
is a need or opportunity in our
community. In 1911, when our church
first moved from a campus below
the train tracks in Pomona to our
current home on the corner of Holt
and Garey, $30,000 (more than
$800,000 in today’s dollar) was
pledged by our congregants to
complete the payment of the new
building during the very first service
in the new location. This was above
and beyond what was owed on the
building, and the local newspaper
the next day read, “BAPTISTS
RAISE $30,000 IN 53 MINUTES.”

If you would like to learn more about our 150th
Anniversary building campaign, please email
info@purposechurch.com and we will send
you the campaign brochure and additional
information. To give to the building project today,
go to purposechurch.com/give and select the
campaign from the dropdown menu.
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT
PURPOSECHURCH.COM

JOIN US FOR
W O R S H I P N E X T S U N D AY

PURPOSE CHURCH POMONA
5 8 6 MAIN ST. POMONA
909-629-5277

PU RP OS E C H U RC H .CO M

