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HOW TO RESPOND TO DIFFICULT PEOPLE HOW TO RESPOND TO DIFFICULT PEOPLE
“He who is devoid of the power to forgive; is devoid of the power to love” “He who is devoid of the power to forgive, is devoid of the power to love”
Martin Luther King Jr. Martin Luther King Jr.
“An eye for an eye will only make the whole world blind.” “An eye for an eye will only make the whole world blind.”
Mahatma Gandhi Mahatma Gandhi
“Oddly enough, | think that everybody can relate to revenge, on some level. Everyone “Oddly enough, | think that everybody can relate to revenge, on some level. Everyone
has wanted to exact it, at some point, and everybody has tampered with the idea, has wanted to exact it, at some point, and everybody has tampered with the idea,
even if they didn’t actually go through with it.” even if they didn’t actually go through with it.”
Emily VanCamp Emily VanCamp
MATTHEW 5:38 MATTHEW 5:38
1. EXPECT TO ENCOUNTER PEOPLE. 1. EXPECT TO ENCOUNTER PEOPLE.
*« EXPECT TO ENCOUNTER THOSE WHO ARE RUDE, « EXPECT TO ENCOUNTER THOSE WHO ARE RUDE,
INSULTING AND EVEN . LOSS OF PRIDE INSULTING AND EVEN . LOSS OF PRIDE
MATTHEW 5:39 MATTHEW 5:39
« EXPECT TO ENCOUNTER THOSE WHO PERSECUTE OR * EXPECT TO ENCOUNTER THOSE WHO PERSECUTE OR
EVEN YOU: LOSS OF POSSESSIONS EVEN YOU: LOSS OF POSSESSIONS
MATTHEW 5:40; EXODUS 22:26-27; DEUTERONOMY 24:13 MATTHEW 5:40; EXODUS 22:26-27; DEUTERONOMY 24:13
« EXPECT TO ENCOUNTER THOSE WHO TAKE « EXPECT TO ENCOUNTER THOSE WHO TAKE
OF US: LOSS OF TIME OF US: LOSS OF TIME
MATTHEW 5:41; MATTHEW 27:32 MATTHEW 5:41; MATTHEW 27:32
« EXPECT TO ENCOUNTER THOSE WHO ARE : * EXPECT TO ENCOUNTER THOSE WHO ARE
LOSS OF MONEY LOSS OF MONEY

MATTHEW 5:42; DEUTERONOMY 15:7-8, 10-11 MATTHEW 5:42; DEUTERONOMY 15:7-8, 10-11



2. RISE ABOVE TAKING 2. RISE ABOVE TAKING .

LEX TALIONIS LEX TALIONIS

EXODUS 21:23-25; LEVITICUS 24:19-20

* IT WAS INTENDED TO BE A LAW OF
* IT WAS INTENDED FOR
INDIVIDUALS.

AND NOT FOR PRIVATE

DEUTERONOMY 19:18-21

* IT WAS ALMOST CERTAINLY NEVER TAKEN
THE CASE OF CAPITAL OFFENCES.
* THIS WAS NOT THE WHOLE

, EXCEPT IN

LEVITICUS 19:18; PROVERBS 24:29

* WE ARE NOT TO GET EVEN, NOR ARE WE TO STAND BY
* DON'T JUST LET HIM SUE YOU, BUT TAKE THE

* TURN THE AND GO TWO MILES!
* CHANGE THE - THIS TAKES
3. ACT WITH AN ATTITUDE OF RADICAL .

ACTS 16:37; ACTS 22:25; ROMANS 13:4

“Our duty as citizens may also involve us in the use of force to restrain evil people. A
Christian soldier may need to kill in the course of military action. A Christian police officer
may be required to use force in performing his or her duty. A Christian judge may be
required to send people to prison. All of us as Christian citizens may be required to use
force to restrain evil and to protect others. If we see a child being attacked and abused
we are not to stand by idly. The principle of love requires us to interfere with force if
necessary.”

Nicky Gumbel

ROMANS 12:17-19, 21

“It looked as though evil had triumphed on the cross, but the real victory belonged to
Jesus....... The cross is the only power in the world which proves that suffering love can
avenge and vanquish evil.”

Dietrich Bonhoeffer

EXODUS 21:23-25; LEVITICUS 24:19-20
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Fill in the blanks: difficult, abusive, prosecute, advantage, takers, revenge, mercy, judges, literally,
picture, passively, initiative, tables, dynamic, courage, love

Fill in the blanks: difficult, abusive, prosecute, advantage, takers, revenge, mercy, judges, literally,
picture, passively, initiative, tables, dynamic, courage, love



