
1 SAMUEL 15:2-3

WAYS TO EXPLAIN THE OLD TESTAMENT VIOLENCE 
THAT _________ SATISFYING

#1 - THE NO APOLOGY APPROACH - GOD DID IT. HE IS 
GOD AND HE CAN DO ANYTHING HE WANTS, INCLUDING 
KILLING PEOPLE.

1 CHRONICLES 13:10-11

#2 - THE BIBLE IS WRONG APPROACH - GOD DIDN’T 
COMMAND THE VIOLENCE OR DO ANY OF IT. THE 
SCRIPTURES HAVE THE STORIES IN IT, BUT THE 
ISRAELITES AND THOSE WHO WROTE THE STORIES WERE 
MISTAKEN.

“Once you abandon the belief that God oversaw and inspired every single line 
of the Bible, it brings everything the Bible says into question. We no longer have 
any way of knowing what God said or didn’t say.”

-Dan Kimball

WHY DOES THE OLD TESTAMENT GOD SEEM SO 
_______________ FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT JESUS?

MATTHEW 13:49-50, 2 THESSALONIANS 1:7-9 ,  MATTHEW 15:32
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HOW SHOULD WE BEST UNDERSTAND 
GOD’S OLD TESTAMENT VIOLENCE? 
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Fill in the blanks: aren’t, different, command, babies

WHY DID GOD _______________ ISRAEL TO KILL 
PEOPLE GROUPS IN THE OLD TESTAMENT?

GENESIS 12:6-7, DEUTERONOMY 20:16-18, 7:16, 9:4-6

JOSHUA 6:20-25, 3:10-4:2, EXODUS 32:24-27

WHAT ABOUT THE __________? DOES GOD REALLY 
LIKE DASHING BABIES AGAINST ROCKS?

PSALM 137:7-9, ROMANS 12:17-21, REVELATION 21:3-4 

MATTHEW 5:43-45, MATTHEW 25:34-40

SCAN THE QR CODE OR VISIT PURPOSECHURCH.COM/CHRISTMAS TO 
SIGN UP TO SERVE AND FOR INFORMATION TO HELP YOU INVITE YOUR 
FRIENDS AND FAMILY TO PURPOSE CHURCH THIS CHRISTMAS SEASON!
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