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BACKGROUND FOR GALATIANS

It takes 20 minutes to read the book of Galatians.

Content:  A heated argument with the (Gentile) Galatian believers 
against some Jewish Christian “missionaries” who insist that Gentiles be 
circumcised if they are to be included in the people of God.

Author:  The apostle Paul

Date:  Probably around 55 A.D. (although some think as early as 47-48 
A.D.)

Recipients:  Gentile believers in Galatia

Occasion:  The churches of Galatia have been invaded by some agitators 
who have questioned Paul’s gospel and his apostleship; apparently 
some Galatians are on the verge of capitulating to them, which sparks a 
vigorous defense by Paul of his gospel and his calling.

Emphasis:  Paul’s apostleship and gospel come directly from God 
and Christ, not through human mediation; the death of Jesus has 
brought an end to ethnic religious observances; the Spirit produces the 
righteousness the law could not; the Spirit enables believers not to yield 
to sinful desires; one receives the Spirit through faith in Christ Jesus. 
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7 Reasons to Study the Book of Galatians

1. It is a bold assault on legalism based on works.                                                                                     
Luke 18:9-14

2. It warns against leaving the true gospel.                                                                                               
Galatians 1:6-10
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JESUS ON EVERY PAGE READING PLAN

Fill in the blanks: legalism, works, true Gospel, significance, grace, Mosaic Law, 
abuse, liberty, judgmental, legalism, place, level, care, confront 

Week 41 - Day 1
Week 41 - Day 2
Week 41 - Day 3
Week 41 - Day 4
Week 41 - Day 5
Week 41 - Day 6
Week 41 - Day 7

Galatians 1
Galatians 2:1-10
Galatians 3
Galatians 5:1-15
Galatians 5:16-26
Galatians 6:1-10
Galatians 6:11-18

October 8-14
Galatians
Jesus: Our Justification 
by Faith

Week 40 - Day 1
Week 40 - Day 2
Week 40 - Day 3
Week 40 - Day 4
Week 40 - Day 5
Week 40 - Day 6
Week 40 - Day 7

1 Corinthians 7
1 Corinthians 12
1 Corinthians 13
2 Corinthians 1
2 Corinthians 4
2 Corinthians 9
2 Corinthians 11:16-
33 & 12:1-10

October 1-7
1 Corinthians - Jesus: Our Hope 
for Change
2 Corinthians - Jesus: Our 
Invitation to Repentance

3. It upholds the significance of grace.                                                                                                          
Galatians 2:16

4. It presents the true function of the Mosaic Law.                                                                                   
Galatians 3:23-25

5. It provides needed balance between the abuse of liberty and the 
judgmental  nature of legalism.   

 Galatians 5:13

6. We all begin at the same place, which puts us all on the same level.                                          
Galatians 3:28

7.  It teaches us how to care enough to confront. 
 Proverbs 27:6                                                                                                                                     

Galatians 6:1                                                                                                                                              
Galatians 2:11-14                                                                                                                                        
Acts 15:12-14, 19

 Charles R. Swindoll


